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Ecosystems and the Environment Programme

How is environmental change 

interconnected with modern slavery? 

Modern slavery-environmental nexus (Brown et 

al. 2019)

What we do: 

• Mapping ecological dimensions of 

human vulnerability, and synchronous 

occurrence of environmental impacts 

and modern slavery 

• Support SDGs 13, 14, and 15

Where: agriculture, forests, marine, 

freshwater ecosystems etc. 



Spectrum of Labour Exploitation
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Modern Slavery-Environment Nexus 

Jackson et al. 2021



Challenges to addressing the nexus

• Data
• Scale of the data varies between environment 

and worker-oriented datasets

• Sharing of data and access to data 

• Issues of privacy and protection – preventing 

illegitimate gains 

• Power dynamics
• Who lead interventions and whose knowledge 

is deemed valid 

• Inclusion/exclusion of worker voices

• Changing policy and engaging business
• Legislation is often disparate and lacking in 

enforcement for perpetrators (i.e. criminals, 

businesses, governments etc.) 

This presentation is based on the contents of the above report available here. 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-briefings/2021/august/modern-slavery-environmental-degredation-and-climate-change.pdf


Themes (of the 2021 roundtable event) 

1. Modern slavery’s contribution to environmental and climatic 

change 

2. Environmental and climatic change’s contributions to modern 

slavery 

3. Predicting, identifying and balancing the synergies and trade-

offs between couples ecological-labour risks in supply chains 

(e.g., forestry, agriculture, fishing, mining, brick-making) –

linked to solutions. 

4. Promising, evidence-based interventions focused on the 

modern slavery-environmental degradation-climate change 

nexus.



Concept for the Roadmap

• Viewed as an ongoing, 

iterative process – baseline for 

collaborative action between 

antislavery and environmental 

organisations/stakeholders. 

• Available in the report and 

briefing: 
Modern slavery, environmental 

degradation and climate change: present 

and future pathways for addressing the 

nexus. 

Roundtable Report. 

Briefing. 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-briefings/2021/august/modern-slavery-environmental-degredation-and-climate-change.pdf
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-briefings/2021/august/pathways-for-addressing-the-nexus-between-modern-slavery-environmental-degradation-and-climate-change.pdf


Roadmap: Data



Roadmap: Policy 



Roadmap: Supply Chains 



How is this being implemented? (Rights Lab examples)

Projects

• Gathering gendered impacts on forced marriage and climate change effects

• Monitoring the localised impacts of climate change and migration on human 

trafficking risks in the Bangladesh-India Sundarbans (with CAFOD, Caritas Bangladesh, Caritas India and OKUP)

• Assessing natural hazards and forced labour risks in the Caribbean (funded by Templeton; 

with GGIS and Rescue Global)

• Identifying supply chain risks and impacts upon workers from labour and 

environmental effects (with partners at Tufts University)

Impact

• Working with organisations that place people and the environment on a level 

par recognising the mutual needs of both 

• Gathering primary data to support in-country interventions and M&E

• Engaging with the international community in emphasising legislative 

change and combined interventions (e.g., COP26a,b, OHCHRc)
a. Evidencing COP26 Briefing; b. Response to the outcomes of COP26 Briefing; c. Rights Lab Ecosystems and the Environment Programme Submission to the UN Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, 

especially women and children call on climate change (2022). 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-briefings/2021/october/briefing-evidencing-cop26-at-the-rights-lab.pdf
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/beacons-of-excellence/rights-lab/resources/reports-and-briefings/2021/november/briefing-responding-to-cop26-at-the-rights-lab.pdf
https://owncloud.unog.ch/s/kFQa8RmZP4mSGn9?path=%2F2)%20Other%20Stakeholders#pdfviewer
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